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First up - a little bit about ourselves!
We’re a leading custom home builder in Perth that specialises in new 
homes and renovations, founded on values of personalised client service, 
integrity and excellence. Our philosophy is ‘Your home, your way’. This 
means that every one of our builds is unique and we customise our 
services and finishes according to your own individual requirements.

We pride ourselves on our high standards and we establish a collaborative 
and personalised relationship with each of our clients throughout the 
building process. You can rely on us not only for our passion, experience 
and dedication to your building project, but also our honesty and 
transparency when you partner with us. 

We believe in creating a building journey where our clients truly enjoy the 
building experience and have complete flexibility during construction.
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Our Story
Click below to find out more about us:

https://www.broadwaterbuilds.com.au/our-story
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Now, what’s so important about making sure you get 
a detailed building proposal or building quotation for 
a new home or renovation?
Many people call it a building quote – we prefer to call what we submit 
to clients a building proposal. Why? Because we include so much more 
than just a price in our submissions. If you’re spending your hard earned 
money on a new home or renovation, don’t you want to have ALL the 
information possible to make this very important decision and choose 
the right builder for you? The price needs to be good, but you also need 
to have the details to support that price.

A lot goes into a new home or renovation, so you need to be confident 
you know what you’re getting and that it’s crystal clear and transparent 
in the proposal given to you by a builder. It’s easy to gloss over the details 
or just look at the price, and then you end up with surprises and variations 
during construction. Comparing apples with apples is very difficult and 
only really achievable when the details have been provided.

We have a comprehensive process for quoting and developing our 
building proposals. We take about 3 weeks, sometimes more depending 
on the complexity, to submit a detailed proposal to our clients. However, 
we guarantee that by the end of this process we have captured our 
client’s requirements fully and that we have provided total transparency 
to all our inclusions. Our clients appreciate the detail (as well as the great 
price!) and it is one of the key reasons why clients choose us.
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So what goes into our proposals? And in turn what 
should you look for in a building proposal?

Covering letter
Every proposal should have a covering letter 
– we think it’s just etiquette and provides a 
nice summary of the proposal.

Pre-contract quotation
This is the price to build your home or 
complete your renovation. We actually 
provide a complete breakdown of costs for 
your building project by building element so 
you know where your money is going. This is 
not common practice in the industry but we 
believe you need to see where the costs are 
going in your project.

Optional extras schedule
This is a list of upgrade options for you to choose from. 
We usually include items that our clients have asked 
for as upgrade prices, and we also include many other 
common upgrades, for example upgrading to full 
height tiling in bathrooms. We call this a shopping 
list, because it provides a great list to pick and choose 
from to make your home that much better!
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Provisional sums and prime costs schedule
This is a list of allowances for certain scopes and materials if there is 
insufficient information on the drawings, or if there are aspects of 
the project that are too difficult to provide a fixed price for without 
being too conservative. With provisional sums and prime costs, 
you pay the builder what they end up incurring as direct costs for 
those items. The most common provisional sum is for site works 
where additional works such as earthworks and hard digging can 
be encountered that may not have been foreseen.

Milestone payments schedule
This is a list of progressive milestone 
payment values and when they are due 
under the contract. Something that your 
financial lender will definitely want.

Construction schedule
You should expect to see a high level schedule from the builder 
in terms of how long they think your project will take. For new 
homes we provide an easy to interpret construction schedule 
with key milestones and durations. You need to know how 
long your project is expected to take!
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Key specification inclusions
We include a high level overview of the key 
specifications we’ve included for your new home 
or renovation using photographs and descriptions 
of the products and finishes. We include this as we 
find it is an easy to read overview of the inclusions. 
This high level overview of your inclusions is the 
bare minimum that you should expect to see in a 
proposal.

Scope of work
We consider the Scope of Work to be the key document that details exactly 
what we’ve allowed for and the full list of products and finishes. Consider 
this a combination of a specification and a detailed description of what we 
are doing. We don’t just rely on the drawings as many assumptions can be 
made and items missed out on drawings.

For example, we will capture room by room exactly what we’ve allowed for 
so it’s crystal clear to you what you’re getting as part of our quoted price. We 
sit down and go through this document line by line with you and ensure we 
are fully aligned with you on all of the inclusions for your home.

The Scope of Work combined with 
your drawings are the instruction 
manual to complete your new 
home or renovation. A scope of 
work is not a norm in the residential 
construction industry, but we 
consider it invaluable in making 
sure we are fully aligned with our 
client’s expectations.
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In summary...
Our proposals range from 30 pages to 60+ pages. We sit down with our 
clients and go through the proposal line by line. Sure, it takes a lot of 
effort for us to create and present a proposal for our clients, but we’re 
happy to do so. Why? Because by doing so we guarantee you have all 
the information and transparency you need to make your decision, you 
avoid surprises and it makes the project run smoothly for both parties.

Our advice - make sure you are provided with a detailed building 
proposal and spend the time reading and asking questions about its 
content - after all, you want to make the best decision possible for your 
next building project.

We wish you the best on your building journey.

Click below to find out more about us:

Thank you for downloading and reading this guide. We hope it has provided some 
useful information for you to look out for in your next building proposal/quotation. 

If you have any building related queries please contact us via our phone, email or 
social media channels below. All advice is completely free.

mailto:contact@broadwaterbuilds.com.au
http://www.broadwaterbuilds.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/broadwaterbuilds
http://www.houzz.com.au/pro/broadwaterbuilds/broadwater-builds
http://www.instagram.com/broadwaterbuilds
http://www.linkedin.com/company/broadwaterbuilds
http://www.broadwaterbuilds.com.au

